
 

 

 

 

Greetings from Our President 

“Either everything is a miracle, or nothing is”   --Albert Einstein  

 

Strolling around my yard I must decide if “everything” or “nothing” is a miracle.  I see 

those emerging yellow swelling daffodil buds drooping under the weight of the 

snow. Why aren’t they frozen stiff in the 28o temperature—how resilient are fragile 

flowers?  High above the trumpeting sound of the Sandhill Cranes heading north in 

their “V” formation is nature’s calendar telling me warm weather is on its way.  

Sometimes the cranes fly so high I can’t see them, or they are flying into the sun and 

my eyes must turn away, but the message is the same.  Spring is on the way. 

 

Have you ever observed a robin building her nest?  Have you noticed the process the 

robin goes through to carefully select the site to build her nest?  She will fly to a spot 

on a branch, settle herself down on it as if she were on her eggs and looking around 

to survey the area.   Then to another tree to repeat the trial run.  After numerous 

location trials, she brings her first beak full of mud to start the foundation.  How is it 

that a Mason bee knows just the day to emerge from a long winter’s nap to have its 

first breakfast from a dandelion or an apple blossom?  Why does that beautiful Vir-

ginia Blue Bell think it deserves to be the first flash of great blue color in the spring 

and does it know that it gets us very excited about the coming gardening season? 

How does a tiny, brown zinnia seed become large beautiful flowers of many          

gorgeous colors without knowing anything about a paint pallet?   

 

Take the time to stop, look and listen to your garden and the world of nature around 

us this time of year.  For ultimately, we each have to answer that question, that pro-

found and philosophical question, for ourselves.  Is it a miracle or not?  

 

                                             Jim Spannagel 
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April 25th Meeting 
 

Our April program, Don’t Trim it There!  
Tree and Shrub Picking, Planting and  
Pruning will be presented by  
The Davey Tree Expert Company.   
 
We will be meeting at Saint Simon’s   
Episcopal Church at 7 PM. 
 
Please see page 2 for more information. 
 

  Friendships are like flowers…. We look forward to the new annuals and cherish the perennials  

April 2022 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
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April Program  
April 25th @ 7 PM at Saint Simon’s Church 
 

Val Solaski | Programs 
 
Don’t Trim it There!  Tree and Shrub Picking, Planting 
and Pruning 
 

Presented by the Davey Tree Expert Company 
 

  
Davey’s ISA Certified Arborists provide local tree care and 
lawn services including tree removal, tree pruning, tree 
planting, and plant health care in the Northwest Suburbs and 
many other areas throughout Chicagoland and the U.S.  
  
This program will discuss the best native and ornamental trees 
for our zone 5.  You need to choose the right tree for that long 
term investment and it is not just planting what the neighbor 
has in his or her yard.  In addition, best soil types, locations (no 
power lines), and space requirements will be discussed to plant 
and mulch that tree you have decided to invest in. The do's and 
don'ts of pruning trees and shrubs will be addressed to promote 
strong branch structure for future growth of that tree you are 
going to be nurturing! 
  

 

 
 
 

 
           
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday and Best Wishes! 
 

Randy Beck 
Dale Craig 

Mary Jo Gotham 
Pam McVoy 
Cindy Nolan 

Judy Otis 
Eileen Owens 

Mary Jo Pedersen 
Shelley Plischke 
Martha Wicker 

Donate Items for Plant Sale 
 
Cleaning out your garden shed or garage? WAIT!  Don't 
toss those unwanted pots, garden furniture, statues, tools, 
and garden tchotchkes.  Not sure why YOU were saving 
them anyway? Donate them to the June 4th PLANT 
SALE.  The sale will not only include garden plants but all 
the fun whimsical garden items  you no longer need in your 
garden but let me assure you, one of your garden club 
members CAN'T live without it!  Help us make this a fun 
event and see who has the craziest garden item.  Does 
anyone have a ceramic elephant?  Contact Bob Bruett with 
any questions. 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
April Garden Chores 
 

Don’t forget to review the list of things to do in your 

garden this spring.   
 

 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
mailto:'Robert%20Bruett'%20%3crobertbruett@gmail.com%3e?subject=Platnt%20Sale%20Donations
https://www.ahgardenclub.com/april
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Monarch Community Science 

The Field Museum's Keller Science Action Center is working with community               
scientists from across the Chicago region to help us understand the survivorship             
of monarch butterfly caterpillars on Milkweed in urban backyards.   

Help the scientists by attending a virtual training session. You will then be asked to  
count monarch eggs/caterpillars on milkweed plants. No milkweed, they will help        
you find an area. Counts are made once a week between May and September and      
you enter the data into a Field Museum website. 
  
Sounds like a great summer project! Sign up HERE! 

Garden Fitness 
 
GARDENFIT is a new PBS series that brings gardening and fitness together 
to help everyday gardeners take care of their bodies while also taking 
care of their gardens.  Hosted by expert gardener Madeline Hooper and 
personal fitness trainer Jeff Hughes, GARDENFIT spotlights a different 
guest gardener from around the country in every episode, sharing dis-
tinctive insights and tips during tours of their gardens. There are eight 
episodes in Season 1 and at this point you can view 5 of them.  The last 
one will be aired May 8th, 2022.  Episodes can be viewed on WTTW 
Prime or on the WTTW website. 

 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day  
 

June Miller | Conservation 
 
The Arlington Heights Police Department (along with other nearby community collection sites) is participating in the DEA’s 

National Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, April 30th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

 

This event aims to provide a safe, convenient, and anonymous means for disposing of prescription drugs.  By properly and safely 

disposing your expired and unused medications, you can help prevent accidental overdoses or intentional misuse.  Bring your 

pills for disposal to the Arlington Heights Police Department lobby, 200 E. Sigwalt St., on April 30th, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m .  

 

Please note:  liquids, needles or sharps will not be accepted - only pills. Also, remove all personal information on pill bottle labels 

and medicine packaging.   The October 2021 National Take Back Day brought in 744,084 pounds (372 tons) of medications! 

 

The AH Police Department does take medications year-round at all hours.  Also, the Senior Center of Arlington Heights takes just 

syringes (no medication) all year at their site.  For more information about the disposal of prescription drugs or about the Take 

Back Day event visit the DEA website  

 

http://www.ahgardenclub.com
https://monarch-community-science-fieldmuseum.hub.arcgis.com/
https://schedule.wttw.com/series/34254/Gardenfit/
https://www.dea.gov/takebackday
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Tree pick up is available from 9 am-noon every Wednesday from April through October. 
Planting and care instructions, along with additional information about the benefits of 
trees, are included.  Visit MWRD’s website 

http://www.ahgardenclub.com
https://mwrd.org/restoring-canopy-mwrd-launches-2021-tree-program
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Membership Renewal Fees Due by May 1st 
 

Renie Norkiewicz | Membership 
 

Great News! Members can NOW register for renewal membership online. It is easy and all you need to do is follow the simple    
instructions below. 

Visit our website  

 Click on the MEMBERSHIP tab 

 Click on Membership red button 

 Tickets (Membership Dues) 

 Select one of the following: 

 Pay Membership by check 

 Single Member $25 - credit/debit 

 Couple Membership $40 - credit/debit 

 Fill out information on the membership form 

 Payment by card – enter required card information 

 Payment by check – make check out to: Arlington Heights Garden Club 

 Bring your check to April meeting or mail to: 
Renie Norkiewicz 
110 N Kaspar Avenue 
Arlington Heights, IL  60005 

 Membership is complete once payment is received.  Quick and easy! You are a registered member for the calendar year 
starting in June and runs thru May.   

If you have any questions, please email or call Renie Norkiewicz, AHGC Membership Co-chair (847) 394-5145 

Annual AHGC Plant Sale Update 

Bob Bruett  |  Plant Sale Chair 

 

We will be holding our annual plant sale at the Arlington Heights Historical Museum on June 4, 2022 from 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM in 

the Museum court yard.  

 

 We are asking for members to donate any of their plants for the sale.  If you have already dug up plants for the sale, be sure to 

get a list of plants and quantities to Bob Bruett so that he can print labels for each pot. 

 If you need help in digging plants or need pots, please contact Pete, Jim or Bob Bruett but please dig in the next few weeks. 

 Please water the plants well on the Thursday before the sale to ensure they are in good shape but the pots are dry so we can 

affix labels on Friday or Saturday. 

 We will also take other garden items like books, nice pots, trellises etc. 

 You can bring your plants and other items either Friday from 3 – 6 PM (preferred) or Saturday morning from 6- 8 AM. 

 We also need wagons, boxes etc. for customers to transport their purchases to their cars. 

 Renee will coordinate the sign-up for volunteers to work for the plant sale Friday and Saturday.  

 Farmers Market rules will need to be followed.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Bob Bruett (847) 702-3124  Pete Landwehr (847) 638-9061   Jim Spannagel (847) 670-8207  

http://www.ahgardenclub.com
https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
mailto:ahgcmembers@gmail.com?subject=Membership
mailto:robertbruett@gmail.com?subject=Plant%20Sale
mailto:pctl9061@gmail.com?subject=Plant%20Sale
mailto:spannagel66@hotmail.com?subject=Plant%20Sale
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Renie Norkiewicz 

Karen Reb’s secret garden 

Winterberries 
Volo Bog State Natural Area 

Derby Line Greenhouse Trip Update 

 

Shelley Plischke | Membership 
 
I just received a text from Kathy at Derby Line.  She wanted to let us know that their prices have increased this year due to their higher 
costs.  She also indicated that it has not been a sunny year and the plants are not as large as usual.  Kathy apologized for this but wanted 
everyone to know before they made the trip.  She shared the following price increase: 
  
Square pots   $3.00 
PW pots         $3.50 
  
With this in mind I would like to remind everyone that higher costs will probably be the rule at all nurseries this year and that the selec-
tion and quality of Derby Line stock is second to none.  Remember they do not accept credit cards.   
 
I hope to see you on Wednesday April 20th @10:00 
 
Derby Line Greehouse  
16061 Derby Line Rd.  Genoa IL  60135 
  
If you have any questions please contact Shelley Plischke.   

 
           
Dear AHGC Members, 

I’d like to take a moment of your time to share some important information about our board positions and garden club.  

Our garden club is a very dynamic one that offers a wide variety of learning and volunteering opportunities.  Fortunately we   
always have had members step up to fill the positions when they open up.  This gives the current board members a chance to 
take a step back and provides the opportunity for new ideas to be introduced.  This rotation of positions keeps the club running 
well and makes the club a good organization to be a part of.  

Currently, we still have some open positions that need to be filled for this year. 

 New Vice President position: to assist and then back fill the President’s position so it is not overwhelming for some-
one new to take over. 

 Program position: to help plan the programs/speakers for our meetings  (enables all of us all improve our knowledge) 
 Garden Walk Co-Chair position: to share the responsibility of organizing and implementing the Garden Walk and 

Unique Boutique each year. 
 
So with that said, I’m asking if you would volunteer for any of these unfilled positions.  I know some folks just can’t but those who 
can please consider it.  If it would be helpful, I am happy to provide you with detail position descriptions.  You can also talk to 
existing board members for more information before you decide to jump in. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Bruett 

Nominating Committee 
847-702-3124 
robertbruett@gmail.com 
 

http://www.ahgardenclub.com
mailto:tplischke@comcast.net?subject=Derby%20Line%20Trip
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Earth Day 2022   
 

June Miller | Conservation 

 

In 1969, Senator Gaylord Nelson, considered one of the 

leaders of the modern environmental movement,  

developed the idea of Earth Day.  Inspired by the pro-

tests of the 1960s, Earth Day began as a national teach-

in on the environment.  By raising public awareness of 

pollution, Nelson hoped to bring environmental causes 

into the national spotlight.  Denis Hayes, a young activ-

ist, was selected as the national coordinator for Earth 

Day in 1970.  Surprisingly, Earth Day became effective 

with 20 million people demonstrating and rallying on 

environmental issues that the world was facing.  As a 

result, the US government made new laws to protect 

the Earth’s air, water, and land.  The Endangered Spe-

cies Act, Clean Air Act, and Clean Water Act were passed with the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) also being established. 
 

The holiday is now a global celebration with more than 1 billion people involved in various activities focusing on environmen-

tal issues, climate protection efforts, and education on good green living.   Earth Day is on Friday, April 22nd, though it some-

times extends into Earth Week and even Earth Month.   
 

What can we do for Earth Day?   
 

Plenty!  Remember to Reduce, Reuse/Repurpose, Recycle, and Refuse (say no to those carryout plastic straws and cutlery).  

Fifty percent of our garbage is not being recycled that could be.  Some tips include making sure all your recycled items are 

clean with no food or liquid in them.  Any jar, tub, bottle or jug for food or beverage can be recycled.  However, toss the lids 

but keep the caps on the soda and juice plastic bottles. Review the Recycling Flyer by SWANCC.  Support eco-conscious 

brands and products.  Plant a new tree in your yard.  Celebrate Arbor Day on Friday, April 29th. The Garden Club will be 

planting 2 new trees this spring (at the hospital and an elementary school).  Order a rain barrel for watering your garden.  If 

you are not already composting, take a class on how to get started.  Some statistics say 1/3  of our food is thrown away.  

SWALCO and the University of Illinois Extension are offering a free online class on composting so check the Gardening 

Knowledge section in this newsletter for more information.  Finally, just take a walk outside and look at all the wonders of 

nature. 

 

 

  

  

 

“None of us can do all the things that will save the planet, but each of us 

can do some of them, and all of that will add up and be better than 

nothing.” – Paula Danziger, author 

 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14XgaO32Vd8VNsdGRwpFP73Do70LkvoeR/view?usp=sharing
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No Mow May 

June Miller | Conservation 

The article below was found in the Zoological Society of Milwaukee’s April Newsletter.  There are several towns in Wiscon-
sin that have their municipalities support the No Mow May initiative.  I recently spoke with a member of the Arlington Heights Environ-
mental Commission about this initiative to allow AH homeowners to not mow their lawn in May, if they choose not to.   
 

An easy way to support native bees and create pollinator-friendly habitat in your backyard is to do nothing! We’re talking about No Mow 
May, an initiative to limit the mowing and clearing of your yard to promote healthy habitats for pollinators. 
 
Bees are critically important pollinators to our local Southeastern Wisconsin ecosystem, and in the winter they hibernate in our yards: 
under leaf piles, sticks and branches, and in holes in the ground. If we clear our yards early, we may be eliminating these important polli-
nators before they have emerged from hibernation. A messy yard with last year’s leaves, stems and rock piles are a wonderful winter 
home for these essential pollinators. The other important reason to delay the yard cleanup every year is because our lawns naturally 
grow the resources that bees require to survive: including dandelions, clover, and naturally occurring spring flowers. If all we do is wait 
to mow our lawns, then bees will be given more time to have the food and resources they need to survive! 
 
Make sure you check your local ordinances on lawn-height requirements and obey your city, village or town laws. If your neighborhood 
has such an ordinance, contact your representatives and let them know why it’s important to allow time for overwintering pollinators to 
emerge. Tell them why pollinators are so critically important to our yards and our wellbeing. 
 
Remember, every yard is important and together we can all make a difference to save local pollinators!       

Garden Walk & Unique Boutique Update 

The Garden Walk & Unique Boutique planning committee is diligently working on the 2022 Garden Walk and Unique Boutique scheduled 

for Sunday, June 26th from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. The garden selection committee has been working overtime.  This year’s Garden Walk will 

include six residential gardens (yes six!), Luther Village and a bonus of viewing of the butterfly garden at the Arlington Heights Library.  

 

The letter stuffing party at Kathy’s was a huge success. Pat Dennehey schlepped all of the envelopes over to the distribution center on a 

Saturday, and by Tuesday and Wednesday we had inquiries from two potential sponsors. Remember that Pat will take any baskets or 

items that can be used as fillers for our raffle baskets. 

 

Be sure to check out our website to see all of the current sponsors and thank them for supporting the Garden Club when you patronize 

their businesses.  While you are at it, take a peek at the vendor page to see everyone who has signed up for the Unique Boutique. 

Denise Nowak has been busy updating that page as well.  From the members only page, please review the volunteer openings we have 

for both the Plant Sale and Garden Walk. Members who volunteer for activities related to the Garden Walk will have their admission 

price waived.   

 

There will be posters and small fliers distributed at the April meeting to promote the Plant Sale and Garden Walk so please plan on 

taking some to post them at any business you can think of and hand out fliers to family, friends and neighbors.  This year our silver 

sponsor Emerald Lawn Care will also be including Plant Sale and Garden Walk fliers with their invoices while doing their spring services in 

Arlington Heights and surrounding communities. 

 

Another publicity event will be the Memorial Day parade where we will hand out flyers. Hopefully everyone can participate. If you can’t 

walk in the parade, come and cheer for everyone! 

Garden Walk & Unique Boutique Co-Chairs 

Kathy Hendricksen Aileen Koeppen  
(847) 514-0414   (847) 302-9051  

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://www.zoosociety.org/conservation/local-regional-initiatives/no-mow-may/
mailto:kshend@aol.com?subject=Garden%20Walk%20&%20UB
mailto:Aileen%20Koeppen%20%3caileenkoeppen@gmail.com%3e?subject=Garden%20Walk%20&%20UB


Bev Krams | Horticulture 
 
 

UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES         ( Page 1 of 2 ) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Gardening Knowledge 
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NATIVE LANDSCAPE DESIGN | Conservation @ Home Team 
April 20  6:30-8pm  ZOOM  Register with the AHML 
 

 

BEST OF:  POLLINATORS | Chalet Nursery  
April 22  12-1pm  Register  ZOOM 
 

 

GARDENING ANTIQUE SHOW | Blumen Gardens 
April 22-23 
For information  
 

 

GIVE NATIVE PLANTS A HOME | Citizens for Conservation 
Alicia Timm, Author, Chair of Citizens for Conservation’s Habitat Corridors Program 
April 23   10-11:30am Barrington Village Hall  
Live & Webinar $10/nonmember.  Register 

  
 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION  
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal Lake 
April 23 12-4pm  

 

JUMPING WORMS-A NEW INVADER IN ILLINOIS | University of IL Four Seasons Gardening 
April 26 @ 1:30pm  ZOOM 
Register 
 

 

AWAKENING THE SPRING GARDEN  | Chalet Nursey 
April 29  10am      Zoom 
Register 

    

UNDER THE CANOPY—STROLL THE KNOLLS  |  University of Illinois 
April 30, 10-1pm  
11N260 Rohrssen Rd. Elgin, IL 
Register 

 

ART AT THE GARDENS | Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens 
Art It the Gardens  
May 1, 2022 from 10:00AM to 3:00PM 
More information 

 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://www.ahml.info/attend/events?field_event_calendars_value=Adult&field_event_subjects_value=All&field_event_title_value=landscape
https://chaletnursery.com/pages/virtual-learning-best-of-pollinators?utm_source=eblast&utm_medium=email&utm_term=April_Events_4_4_22&_kx=r6YIflfVNhwAilabfjWqBkJjqmetIJo-1CPMbNYDHRg%3D.Q3jGhe
https://www.blumengardens.com/events/garden-gate-to-spring-antique-show/
https://citizensforconservation.org/cfc-event/vanishing-edens-biodiversity-in-a-changing-world-2/
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25258
https://chaletnursery.com/pages/virtual-learning-awakening-the-spring-garden?utm_source=eblast&utm_medium=email&utm_term=April_Events_4_4_22&_kx=r6YIflfVNhwAilabfjWqBkJjqmetIJo-1CPMbNYDHRg%3D.Q3jGhe
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2022-04-30-under-canopy-stroll-knolls
https://boernerbotanicalgardens.org/event/art-in-the-gardens/


Bev Krams | Horticulture 

 
 
UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES         ( Page 2 of 2 ) 
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OHARA IKEBANA-INTRODUCTION  | District 214 Community Education 
May 2-May 23  Online $49/4 sessions  
Register  Registration Code 06101-02   

 

GROWING AND USING CORN | District 214 Community Education 
May 3  7-9pm  $19  Prospect High School 
Register  Registration Code 06211-01   

SPRING FLOWERING & EVERGREEN SHRUBS  |  Melinda Meyers 
May 10  6:30-7:15pm  ZOOM   
Register 

HOW TO PLANT A RAIN GARDEN |  Melinda Myers  
May 12 @ 6:30pm  Webinar 
Register 

COMPOSTING:  HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF IT | University of Illinois 
May 11 @  6-7:30pm  ZOOM   
Register 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY, THE HEATING AND COOLING RENEWABLE OPTION | University of Illinois 
May 12 @ 1pm ZOOM  
Register   

GARDEN OF DOOM |  District 214 Community Education 
May 24  7-9 pm  $19  Prospect High School 
Register  Registration Code 06216-01    

  

MAKE YOUR OWN MEDICINALS IN THE KITCHEN |  District 214 Community Education 
May 25  7-9pm $29  Forest View 
Register  Registration Code 06217-01   
 

GROWING AND USING HERBS  | District 214 Community Education 
May 31  7-9 pm  $19  Prospect High School 
Register Registration Code 06219-01    

THE CONUNDRUM OF COMMON NAMES (for Gardeners) | University of Illinois 
June 9  1pm  ZOOM  
Register  

SPRING NATIVES  Podcast: Episode 106 | Fine Gardening 
50 minute Podcast.  Click here to listen 

MORTON ARBORETUM    
 

CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN  Adult Education  
 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://d214.ce.eleyo.com/course/1072/spring-2022/ohara-ikebana-introduction
https://d214.ce.eleyo.com/course/1113/spring-2022/growing-and-using-corn
https://www.pasquesi.com/sales-events/melinda-myers-webinar-on-spring-flowering-shrubs
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iPsR8Z66ShaWGAzuii4xuQ
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=24704
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25156
https://d214.ce.eleyo.com/course/1133/spring-2022/the-garden-of-doom
https://d214.ce.eleyo.com/course/1121/spring-2022/make-your-own-medicinals-in-the-kitchen
https://d214.ce.eleyo.com/course/1142/spring-2022/growing-and-using-herbs
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=25085
https://www.finegardening.com/article/episode-106-spring-natives
https://mortonarb.org/visit-the-arboretum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/education/adulted
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Member Profiles 
Lesley Jackson | Contributing Editor 
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Mike Dennehey 

Mike grew up in Minnesota and met his wife Pat at the University of 

Minnesota.  In January 1967, on the day of their wedding, it just      

happened to be one of the biggest snow storms on record.  They drove 

through the blizzard, when 3 feet of snow fell in one afternoon,      

because they had a wedding to get to! 

Mike and Pat settled in Arlington Heights. In 1974 when they moved 

into their new home, there was not much to their garden.  It has been 

a work in progress and a labor of love ever since.  Mike has always   

enjoyed gardening and wanted to learn more.  He was interested in 

meeting like-minded people so he joined the AHGC in 2001 with his 

wife. 

One of his gardening goals was to add a pond, which he is very proud 

of.  The pond includes a fountain, stream, fish pond and a beautiful 16-

foot red bridge.  He constructed the bridge himself over one winter – 

in their front room!  A sculptor carved the seven-foot squirrel that 

guards the pond. 

Mike has given a tremendous amount of his time and talents over the 

years to help the club by taking on two positions including launching 

and chairing the Scholarship Program, and developing the first AHGC 

website. 

In 2003 Mike worked with Nancy Asquini Dean to establish the     

Scholarship Program. The Scholarship fund has grown over the years.  

Originally the program helped one student with a $1,000 award.  Over 

the years, the club has awarded scholarships to 39 students.  Today 

the $2000 scholarship is awarded to three students every year.  The 

Garden Walk really took off about the same time, which has contribut-

ed to the growth of the scholarship fund. 

In 2004 Mike realized the club needed to have a website presence so 

he took on this task, developed the website and became the club's 

webmaster for 17 years until last year when Denise Nowak offered to 

take over the club's website. 

The Garden Club is extremely grateful for all the volunteer hours and 

committees that Mike and Pat have contributed and served on over 

the years.  Their efforts have made a difference and have introduced 

them to many 

new friends.  Their 

garden was on the 

2007 and 2012 

Garden Walks. 

 

 

Mike & Pat Dennehey 

Pat Dennehey 
 

Pat is originally from Leeds, United Kingdom, a city in the northern 

English county of Yorkshire. 

Her family immigrated to Canada when she was three years old.  

Pat's brave parents traveled across the Atlantic with a toddler, a 

baby, a dog, two trunks and two suitcases!  Two years later her fam-

ily left Canada and moved to the United States.  Over the years she 

has lived in five different states including: Ohio, New York, Massa-

chusetts, Minnesota and finally in Illinois.  She attended the Univer-

sity of Minnesota where she met Mike. They have a son and two 

granddaughters who live about 40 minutes away. 

  

Pat joined the Garden Club in 2001 along with her husband Mike, 

hoping to learn more about gardening and to make new friends. Pat 

is happy to share that they have achieved both!  Since joining the 

garden club more than 20 years ago, Pat said she has learned a lot.  

Pat and Mike really enjoy the Garden Walk, as each year there is so 

much variety to appeal to everyone.  Pat has been organizing the 

fabulous raffle for the Garden Walk for the past nine years.  She 

really enjoys this volunteer position because she loves to visit resale 

stores throughout the year to pick up bargains which will be perfect 

for the baskets.  She stores all the supplies at her house, and has a 

get together in June for club members to help assemble the bas-

kets, which she says is always a lot of fun. 

  

Pat invites any member to stop by and visit their garden.  There is a 

bench overlooking their pond, which is very peaceful and serene.  

People love to relax and re-charge there.  She doesn’t have a favor-

ite plant, but she does love roses. 

 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
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Climate Change and Plants 
June Miller | Conservation 

 
A recent article in the ChicagoLife Magazine (Winter 2022) was titled “Combating Climate Change- One Plant at a Time.”  It focused on 

the restoration efforts of the Forest Preserves of Cook County.  I will be sharing some of the interesting points made in this article.   

 

Every weekend thousands of volunteers work to restore the 70,000-acre natural sites in Cook County such as native prairies, 

woodlands, savannas, and wetlands.  This is done to preserve their original condition.  Volunteers help to remove invasive species 

such as buckthorn and honeysuckle, collect seeds of native grasses, flowers and forbs, and plant those seeds at the right time of the 

year.  This ecological restoration has benefits for plants, animals, and humans by restoring biodiversity and helping cleanse water and 

mitigate flooding.  Another benefit is that these projects help fight climate change by storing enormous amounts of carbon dioxide, 

the most common of the greenhouse gases that contributes to pollution and global warming.  Carbon is life to our plants but excess 

carbon in our atmosphere can bring loss of biodiversity and harm to our health.  To better understand this connection, it is important 

to know the role that plants play in the carbon cycle.  Here is a simplification of this process: 

 

During the process of photosynthesis, plants absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and store it in their leaves, stem, and root 

systems.  The carbon combines with sunlight to form glucose and other sugars, from which the plants build their structures.  Plants 

also release oxygen and some of the carbon dioxide back into the air.  Because the plants in the forests, prairies, woodlands, and 

wetlands store carbon, those ecosystems are known as carbon sinks.  However, trees store their carbon above ground in their leaves 

and limbs.  When trees are cut down or burned, carbon is released back into the atmosphere.  Grasses and flowers from these natural 

areas store most of their carbon underground with their deep root systems compared to agricultural or lawn grasses. Native grasses 

can have roots as far down as sixteen feet.  All the native grasslands in the US store as much as one billion tons of carbon dioxide 

every year.   

 

Wetlands store carbon because there is much organic material stored under water.  It does not decompose at the same rate as other 

plants.  They also mitigate flooding by absorbing water, storing it, and slowing releasing it into the surrounding fields, rivers, and 

streams.  Wetlands in the US store an astounding 13.5 metric tons of carbon alone.  (See the article on the Prospect Heights Slough in 

this newsletter!)  

 

Climate change can seem overwhelming, but we can do something that is beneficial using ecological restoration as a tool.  Learn 

about many volunteer opportunities in the forest preserves and local conservation and restoration organizations.  Our Garden Club 

supports several local organizations for their restoration efforts.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
http://www.chicagolife.net/
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Renie Norkiewicz 
Renie 

Board of Directors 

President   Jim Spannagel 

Secretary  Nancy Asquini-Dean 

Treasurer  Pete Landwehr 

 

Committee Chairs 

Artistic  Barb Franks 

Civics  Mike Relaz 

  Dee Schurman 

Conservation June Miller 

Garden Walk Kathy Hendricksen 

  Aileen Koeppen 

Horticulture Bev Krams 

Hospitality  Marilyn Weber 

  Joe Weber 

Membership Renie Norkiewicz 

  Shelley Plischke 

Newsletter  Mona Frisbie 

Plant Sale  Bob Bruett 

Programs  Val Solaski 

Publicity  Lesley Jackson 

  Connie Landwehr 

Scholarship  Mike Dennehey 

Website  Denise Nowak 

 

  

Dried Annabelle Hydrangea 

Dried Annabelle Hydrangea 

It’s time to Form a Scholarship  
Committee 
  

Mike Dennehey | AHGC Scholarship Chairman 
 

Every year scholarship candidates send in their applications     
for the Scholarship Committee to select the most qualified          
students.  The committee consists of 5 to 7 volunteers, 2 being 
from the general membership.  This 1-to-2-hour meeting will be 
held the last part of May or the first week of June.   

If you would like to join this one-meeting committee, please 
email  Mike Dennehey or call Mike at 847-255-0133. 

Click here to register for this event 

Knupper’s will open their POP UP seasonal store starting 

April 18th.  They have moved to the CORNER of Old Hicks 

Road and Rand Road in front of the Mazda dealership.  (1811 

Rand).   Visit their website for more information. 

In the next 30 YEARS Illinois is expected to see          
INCREASED rainfall according to the 2021 Illinois 
Climate Assessment.   

The University of Illinois and Purdue are partnering to 
provide a Rainscaping Education Program.  Create your 
own rain garden; June 16, 23, 30 & July 14, 21, 28  

http://www.ahgardenclub.com
mailto:dennehm@gmail.com?subject=Scholarship%20Committee
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2022-04-30-under-canopy-stroll-knolls
https://www.knuppersflowerandgarden.com/2022-new-location
http://links.illinois.edu/f/a/-2oBQPST5I4-aGoSSdNYyg~~/AAMFlAA~/RgRkKtYdP0QyaHR0cHM6Ly9kYXRhYmFuay5pbGxpbm9pcy5lZHUvZGF0YXNldHMvSURCLTEyNjAxOTRXA3NwY0IKYj4dUUhiI3TKplISYmV2a3JhbXNAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAAE
http://links.illinois.edu/f/a/-2oBQPST5I4-aGoSSdNYyg~~/AAMFlAA~/RgRkKtYdP0QyaHR0cHM6Ly9kYXRhYmFuay5pbGxpbm9pcy5lZHUvZGF0YXNldHMvSURCLTEyNjAxOTRXA3NwY0IKYj4dUUhiI3TKplISYmV2a3JhbXNAZ21haWwuY29tWAQAAAAE
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2022-06-16-rainscaping-cook-county
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Farmers Market Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday  

May14 thru October 15   

8am-12:30pm 
(Details) 

Saturday  

May thru October 15   

7am-1pm 
(Details) 

FARMERS MARKET 

Town Square 

Friday  
7am - 1pm 

         June 3  to October 28  
(Details) 

Sunday 

June thru October   
 

8am-1pm 
(Details) 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://www.ahfarmersmarket.org/
https://www.palatine.il.us/663/Farmers-Market
https://www.villageofschaumburg.com/our-village/visit/farmers-market
https://mplions.org/farmers-market/
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Treasurer’s Report  
 

Pete Landwehr | Treasurer 

 ARLINGTON HEIGHTS GARDEN CLUB 

TREASURER'S REPORT  

MARCH 2022 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
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Bev Krams Recording for Nancy Asquini Dean | Recording Secretary 

 

AHGC Board Meeting | April 11th  7:00 PM 
 

President -  Jim Spannagel opened the meeting and announced the GCI convention is April 24/25 and there is still time to register. 

Jim sent in the data for the annual GCI ‘tree’ count.  He also reminded us that he has ONLY 13 more months to serve and is seeking 

an assistant to help him finish his term.  

Secretary - March minutes were approved. 

Treasurer – March report approved. Pete L. discussed an Eagle Scout Project we are being asked to support.  Pete will ask the scout 

to attend one of our meetings to discuss his project. 

Artistic – no report 

Civics – 
Claudette M. asked if there were any gardening projects for Seniors or High School Students to please notify her and she will be able 

to coordinate the volunteer activity. 
The Gardens at District 214 are not available this year but we are still volunteering over at the WINGS administrative offices to finish 

Phase II/III. The Post Office Cleanup was a SUCCESS! 

Village Public works administrator Ashly Karr has asked our help to go door to door to request citizens to water trees that are newly 

planted in their parkway in addition to educating people on not mounding mulch and how to prune their new tree.  Will hold 

on this issue at this time. 

Conservation – June Miller has organized a number of Earth Day/Arbor Day activities. 
April 19 @ Olive School 6:30-8pm for Earth Day with Raffle 
April 29 9:30am Tree Planting @ Pioneer Park with Village 

April 18 @ Greenbriar School/AHGC Tree Planting, Time TBA 

May 11 @ 2pm NWCH Hospital Tree Planting dedicated to Essential Workers 

Rain Barrels were available for $10.98, members received email blast. 

‘Braiding Sweetgrass’  books are available for $2 at the April meeting. 

Garden Walk – Kathy Hendricksen and Aileen Koeppen 
We have 19 vendors and 5 houses for the Garden Walk.  Emerald, Davey, Baldwin Financial, Passero’s and Lola’s are all Silver Spon-

sors.  Please support these businesses that are supporting us!  Helen D. has secured a Platinum Sponsor from Luther Village. 
Hawthorne Gardens, also a Platinum Sponsor will again donate 5/$100 gift cards for our home owners on our walk.  Village 
Bank is a Gold Sponsor and will again be selling tickets for the Walk at the two Arlington Heights Branches. 

Memorial Day parade will be coordinated by Brenda Catardi.  Stapling party on April 25th 6pm @ St. Simons before our regular 

meeting BRING YOUR STAPLERS/STAPLES! 

Horticulture – We are still looking for a coordinator to chair the ‘Outstanding Yard’ project.  If interested please see Bev. 

Hospitality – Set Up @ 6pm at St. Simon’s.  Assistance is appreciated. 

Membership –68 attended our March meeting. 46 were members, 8 walk-in, and 22 visitors. Renie thanked everyone for their help. 

The Membership Campaign for March yielded 29 people signing up and 14 attended. 

Plant Sale – We will start digging plants the end of April. If you need assistance please contact Bob Bruett or place a request through 

the website email. 

Programs –  

Val Solaski is seeking a replacement for her committee. All the programs are planned for next year and she and Bev are willing to 

assist in orienting you to the Chair position.  Please consider helping us out. 

Davey Expert Tree Company will provide a tree plan, prune and maintenance program for April. Spring Valley Nature Center Admin-

istrator is here for the May meeting.  In addition we will host Barbara Gilblair District IX director. 

The 2022-2023 Program Year is complete and the Webmaster,  Denise will load on the website. 

Publicity – All requests for FACEBOOK must be placed in png format. Lesley J. can assist.  Email sent to “Ahgcrequests@gmail.com” 

is forwarded to Denise who will send to Connie/Pete to answer the garden questions. 

Scholarship – Mike D. will ask at the general meeting/newsletter for volunteers to review the scholarship requests.  Interested in 

helping….see Mike. 

Website – Denise Nowak  

 

 
AHGC Board Meeting Summary   
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Bev Krams Recording for Nancy Asquini Dean | Recording Secretary 

 

Business/Old Business/Announcement 
 

Picnic—Monday August 22nd,  Holiday Party -Monday December 12 @ St. Simon’s  

Blood Drive July 23, 2022 with the location TBD.  We have 36 donors at this time.  See Lew Coffin if you have any questions or 

want to assist with this important project to support Nancy Asquini-Dean.  Feb.4, 2023 has been scheduled for next year.  

Nomination Committee: Bob B. and Lew C. have worked very hard on recruiting members to fill the following positions. Posi-

tions will be voted on at the April 25th meeting and installed at the May meeting.  

  NEED VICE PRESIDENT -Jim NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
  Programs - (need a volunteer for this committee) 
 
  Secretary-  Halina Zbilski 
  Garden Walk- Karyn Reeb  (need second person) 
  Scholarship/Awards Chair-  Emma Visee 
 
  The following have RENEWED their Committee Chair: 

  Conservation- June Miller 
  Newsletter-Mona Frisbie 
  Plant Sale- Bob Bruett 
  Publicity- C.Landwehr/L.Jackson 
  Website- Denise Nowak 
 
Dee mentioned NGC’s is opening the date for applications for grants. $50,000 is available with each club eligible for $1000.   

 
AHGC Board Meeting Summary  (Continued) 
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Midwest Garden Stories 
 

Bev Krams | Horticulture 
 
We all enjoyed Heather Prince’s great presentation in March on 
‘Beyond Arborvitae.’  She gave us numerous plant choices and ideas to 
replace those cyclone fences and rotting wooden privacy walls. I hope 
you have started exploring some of her recommendations for ever-
greens and deciduous plants to fill in that much needed greenery to 
make your yard a great outdoor space. 
  
Heather mentioned that she and her colleague, Stephanie Dalton, are 
co-founders of MIDWEST GARDEN STORIES, a quarterly, online maga-
zine.  They will share home, public, off the path and garden walk gar-
dens. The magazine’s Garden stories, plant stories and great book re-
views have a focus on our Midwest gardening community.  In addition 
there are great resources to plant breeders, growers and scientists.  
Look into a subscription today!    
 

 

https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://www.ahgardenclub.com/
https://midwestgardenstories.com

